Our Mission

Construction Update
-Culinary Arts Building and Bookstore An advisory committee meeting was held to discuss fundraising and sponsorship opportunities for the Culinary Arts Building and Bookstore which is expected to open in May, 2010. This is an exciting time and we invite all of you to share your ideas on how we can pursue sponsorship opportunities for the new building.
-East Campus Complex
At its meeting in January, the LACCD Board of Trustees authorized a Design-Build contract with Pankow Builders to provide design and construction for the East Campus Complex. The East Campus building will include general classrooms, science and technology labs, departmental offices, student services and student lounge spaces, and a solar panel covered 400 space surface parking lot. A user group will be identified and the final design of the new building is expected to begin shortly. An advisory committee will be formed to discuss the development of new career/technical education programs related to the health and science fields. 
Student John Tran and Kris Bruvold, Research Scientist for Jet Propulsion Lab Communications, Tracking and Radar Division
The highlight of the conference was a panel consisting of former and current students in the CAHSEE program. These students were given the opportunity to share their experience and explain how the CAHSEE to College program has helped them overcome barriers and pass the CAHSEE. "I couldn' t be more proud of all of these students," The philosophy of the CDC is to provide quality care in a safe and stimulating environment. The Center provides activities to encourage the development of language skills, math concepts, and to help children grow physically and socially.
The event concluded with a tour of the two-story building. ■ At 10:00 a.m. on November 13, Los Angeles Mission College, along with millions of people in Southern California, participated in the California ShakeOutDrill, the biggest earthquake preparedness drill ever! Students, faculty and staff all joined in the Great Southern California ShakeOut. This gave all those on campus an opportunity to practice their response to a simulated 7.8 magnitude earthquake on the Southern Andreas Fault. "We could never be over prepared," said Mission College Director of Facilities Walter Bortman. "It is important for Mission College to plan and prepare as well as all of the residents in the area. This should remind us if our families don' t already have an emergency preparedness plan we should put one together soon." Are you prepared for the big one? For more information on earthquake preparedness, log onto www.shakeout.org ■ Drop, Cover, and Hold On!
A Passion for Teaching
Having come from a family of educators, adjunct instructor Svetlana Holt couldn' t imagine herself in any other profession other than teaching. "I am extremely lucky to have been born in the most classically beautiful, stimulating, and cosmopolitan place in the world -St. Petersburg, Russia," says Professor Holt. Still, growing up in the Soviet Union behind the "Iron Curtain" was not easy for Holt. During this communist rule era Russian people had no access to international media and were not allowed to travel outside of their country. Because she had a zeal for learning, Holt wanted to find out what was happening internationally so she secretly found books and newspaper articles to read and ways to educate herself about things that were taking place in the world outside Russia.
"I was born into a family of educators," says Holt. "My grandmother, one of the 13 siblings raised on a farm in rural Russia, was the first female in her family to learn to read and write. Grandma went on to teach Russian language and literature to college students and passed on her passion for learning and teaching to my mother, a distinguished educator who later ran her own language school with about 120 faculty and fought for equity in education in what used to be the Soviet Union." The most valuable thing that Svetlana Holt recalls while growing up were books -books were always her family' s most prized possessions. Holt knew from the time she was young she was going to attend college and work in education.
Svetlana Holt is currently an adjunct instructor for Developmental Communications at Los Angeles Mission College. She began as a student worker in the Learning Center in 2000 while pursuing her MBA at Woodbury University. Shortly thereafter, she was asked if she would
Mission College Participates in the Great Southern California ShakeOut
be interested in teaching a reading class. Although she had taught English in Russia for three years, she was anxious about accepting the teaching position at Mission College. Holt soon found herself in front of a room full of college students and realized that teaching was her true passion. As Holt began to teach additional classes she found that she needed more skills. "Teaching is more than just an instructional process -it' s about interactively working with students," said Holt. She decided to continue her education and pursue a doctorate degree in Education at Pepperdine' s Graduate School of Education and Psychology.
In addition to teaching at Los Angeles Mission College, Holt also teaches upper level management courses at Woodbury University. In her spare time, she conducts research and speaks at various conference engagements. Dr. Holt recently presented a paper on emotional intelligence and academic success at the Higher Education Symposium at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. ■
From Student Worker to Adjunct Professor, Dr. Svetlana Holt Explains Her Love for Teaching
When asked if Los Angeles Mission College would be willing to serve as a collection site to help the victims who lost their homes to the Marek and Sylmar fires, Vice President Dr. Karen Hoefel didn' t think twice. Mission College flung its doors wide open to give back to its community. "This is such a close-knit community and we' re available to help out in any way we can," said Hoefel. Staff of Los Angeles Mission College did not hesitate to roll up their sleeves and help with a cause that hit so close to home. Participants in attendance were the American Red Cross, Goodwill, and our very own Associated Student Organization.
Together, over a three day period in November, the American Red Cross was able to promote further awareness and had received an assortment of in-kind and monetary donations from faculty, staff, students, and others in the local community. The efforts were heavily televised by Spanish and local news stations. This event was a huge success due to the compassion and unity of teamwork from each organization. All proceeds from this event collected by American Red Cross were given to help the victims of the fires regain stability. 
